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Dear l'1r. A1len:

Bcnrett Petrol eum
Protest to ACT/053/002

The
Bennett
on item

Division is consjdering the pr'otcst srrLmjtted b1' -vou in bchalf of
Petrol eun in Or'der to Show Cause ACT/053/002 ard needs sorne clarification
number six rn'hich is on page four of your protest document.

In the second sentence of item number six Bennett Petrolerrm seems to
be of the opinion that acid used in the operation will be "released
in the natural drainage basin r',hich is a atershed for two ponds'!.
As the Divisjon understands the heap leaching procedure proposed by
5-l''1, no acid or leachate wilt lcave the sealed pads on uhich leaching
will take place. Tbe systen will be completely closed. If you see
the potential for the re1 ease of acid into the drainage or have a
different understanding of the process to be utillzed here the Division
would llke to know lihere to exanine the plan further to see the details
of it.

The request just nade in section 1 also stands for your conment referring
to a well and pond 1y'ing in thc path of drainage from the leach area.

Tn the second palagraph, of itenr nurnber 6 you mention that "plans for
disposal of acid by burial or subsurface injection (rnining plan, page 7)
are not acceptable in light of soil alkalinity and underground water
pollutionrr.

You uil1 note that also on page 7 of the r:rining ard reclanation plan
is a corrm.iinent to co;npl1' riith all State and Federal regr.rlations
pertaining to toxic naterlals. The Utah Stat,e Division of Environ.nental
llealth has staied tbat acid injection w1 11 not be alloued in this case.
Lnother consideration is that the acid leach solrrtion will not be disposed
of urtil after all the leach ponds are used. 'fhus, only ihe balren
o;c r.il1 t c:,.,-r in in cach sLriccs5ive hr'ap lcach nond, rrnd al I r,atelials in
cach successive pond will be nerrtralized before brtrial and stabili:ation
ihr-ol:!h establ ishing \:egetat j on on the srtLface.
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In addition, the applicant has
proxinity of their operation to

If you feel that your concerns
paragraphs please advise us as

cofiLnitted to monitoring two wel1s in the
detect acid leakage problems.

are not addressed in the previous three
to your further consternation.

4. The last point raised in Bennett item number six subrnits that possible
"aerial dispersion of acid will endanget: vegetation, rrrater supplies,
residents, and livestock and area".

In this regard the applicant has comrnitted to an air rnonitoring progran
in an Enviromental Base-Line Study which will continue throughout the
durati@ris conmitnent made in an t'Addendum
to the 5-1u1, Inc. Notice of Intention dated June 2, 1,978.

At this time the Division does not have details on how monitoring will
be conducted but 5 -lr{ wi-l1 need to provide sane before leaching actually
is under wav.

If your concerns are yet not addressed in regard to airborne particles
leaving the site please set forth any further questions or problerns that
you rnight have .

If your client has further concern on any of the itens in sections 1
through 5 above please set forth those concerns including nore details.

As you probably know, the Boardts hearing schedule for Septenber is fu1ly
occupied, thus, if a hearing is needed it would be held in October. The
Division hopes that the differences between Bennitt Petroleun and 5-M can be
nutually resolved before a hearing is held.

Please contact ne if you have any questions or need clarification of the
above points.

RONALD W. DANIELS
COORDINATOR OF IIINED
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